Operation: Phoenix 2017
Jan 18th
Project proposal due

Feb 1st

Initial reference page due 

Feb 8th

Formal Outline (for all three sections)

Feb 15th  
Interview of scholarly sources due

Feb 22nd  
1st installment due

March 15th  
2nd Installment due

April 10th
3rd Installment due

April 26th
First complete draft due

May 10th
Final Paper due (2 copies)

May 11th
Presentation

Semester Project Proposal


This assignment is to allow you to elaborate upon your brainstormed idea(s) for your semester project.

If you have more than one idea, follow the directions for both.

1. Have a paragraph explaining your concept or the field in which you want to research. What other fields or areas might also be important to your study?

2. Who will care about the results of this project when you are done? (besides your parents)  Who might benefit from the information you will be gathering?

3. What books, sites, groups, and journals would be helpful to you? List at least ten.

4. What human beings in the community or that you can contact have experience or knowledge that could benefit you with your project?

5. Put together a list, graphic organizer, or outline (as detailed as possible) of possible sections or subsections to your paper.

Reference Page Assignment:  
This is an assignment designed to do various things:

1. to see if you are still having problems with creating reference entries

2. to ensure that you are researching your paper instead of saving it until the last minute

3. to allow you the opportunity to understand whether or not your topic has available sources

In addition, this will probably be your base reference page for your entire paper. This assignment is not for you to READ these references at this point; it is for you to FIND these sources. Reading throughout the next few weeks will allow you to know whether you can use these sources. Many of them will be redundant. However, we discussed how you could use sources that say about the same thing to your advantage by layering them within sections or using them to emphasize an important point.

This is to be a section of correct reference pages with entries in alphabetical order. SEARCH ENGINES ARE NOT SOURCES
students are required to have at least 40 sources for this 

Remember, you aren’t really reading them at this point; you are finding them for future use----use a variety of search terms from multiple sections in your outline in order to prepare you more effectively for the paper. Also, do not forget about sections, areas, or research that isn’t “exactly” your topic but could help your topic (ie sociological sources, psychological sources, educational sources-----if you are dealing with something on television, do not forget to perhaps look up how the media influences people in that arena.). Remember, you may discard many of these for your actual paper, but the more scholarly info you find now, the easier the rest of the paper will be.

For your formal outline, you must follow this organizational pattern for each installment section. You may have more support paragraphs for each subsection or fewer details at this point, but the general rule of thumb is as follows:

Each installment consists of three subsections which contain three paragraphs each (ie each installment is one mini-intro to the section with nine content/body paragraphs)

Each installment has a title, and each subsection has a title; within the paper, this will allow the reader to follow your organization. For the 9th, do the outline for all three sections in this much detail.

Possible Title of ENTIRE Semester Project:

I. Concept, Title, or Idea of First Installment Section
A. First Subsection title/concept

1. Support for Subsection A

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

2. Support for Subsection A

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

3. Support for Subsection A

a.     details of support

b.     details of support

c.     details of support

B. Second Subsection title/concept

1. Support for Subsection B

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

2. Support for Subsection B

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

3. Support for Subsection B

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

C. Third Subsection title/concept

4. Support for Subsection C

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

5. Support for Subsection C

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

6. Support for Subsection C

a. details of support

b. details of support

c. details of support

II. Concept, Title, or Idea of Second Installment Section
--repeat subsection outline format for subsections A, B, and C in this Section

III. Concept Title or Idea of Third Installment Section
--repeat subsection outline format for subsections A,B, and C in this Section

First Installment
 (Best plan: do it 2 days ahead and then print out, email to self or whatever to make sure you have a hard copy to me by this date).

Expectations:

----Title page with section (1), name, class, school, date due

----to contain your first section (not necessarily including your intro)

----avg. pages: 5-8+ PER INSTALLMENT

----at least 8 different sources (good sources) internally cited
----include your complete reference page (edited, with really bad sites/sources deleted)



----highlight or star the references used/internally cited in the section

----a mini-intro for only this section (box or bracket this) with a mini-thesis for this 

section (can be a general thesis----doesn’t have to list the subsections)

----a topic sentence for each paragraph of the section (remember how long “real” 

paragraphs are supposed to be)

----more than just a cobbling together of sources and summaries

----the researcher should have done a spellcheck/grammar check, edited, and had 

someone else edit this section (have the person who edited the section sign the 

section at the bottom of the title page)

Note: interviews do not get put in the reference page. Instead, they are just cited internally as (name/alias, personal communication, exact date).

Should not be necessary for me to say at this point, but……..

NO CONTRACTIONS

No second person

No first person (use “the researcher” SPARINGLY----should not really be an issue until the end)

No run-ons/fragments/comma splices

Second Installment
Expectations (may have additions):

----Outline

----Title page with section (3), name, class, school, date due

----to contain your second section 

----to contain or start from your first installment. If it contains first section, note where second starts (I’ll really only be grading the third installment)

----avg. pages: 5-8+
----at least 8 different sources (good sources) internally cited

THE  GENERAL RULE IS AT LEAST TWO PER BODY PARAGRAPH
----include your complete reference page (edited, with really bad sites/sources deleted)



----highlight or star the references used/internally cited in the section

----a mini-intro for only this section with a mini-thesis for this 

section (can be a general thesis----doesn’t have to list the subsections)

----a topic sentence for each paragraph of the section (remember how long “real” 

paragraphs are supposed to be)

----more than just a cobbling together of sources and summaries

----the researcher should have done a spellcheck/grammar check, edited, and had 

someone else edit this section (have the person who edited the section sign the 

section at the bottom of the title page or type who it was on the title page

Note: interviews do not get put in the reference page. Instead, they are just cited internally as (name/alias, personal communication, exact date).

Should not be necessary for me to say at this point, but……..

NO CONTRACTIONS

No second person

No first person (use “the researcher” SPARINGLY----should not really be an issue until the end)

No run-ons/fragments/comma splices

Third Installment
Expectations (may have additions):

----Outline

----Title page with section (3), name, class, school, date due

----to contain your second section 

----to contain or start from your first installment. If it contains first section, note where second starts (I’ll really only be grading the third installment)

----avg. pages: 5-8+
----at least 8 different sources (good sources) internally cited

THE  GENERAL RULE IS AT LEAST TWO PER BODY PARAGRAPH
----include your complete reference page (edited, with really bad sites/sources deleted)



----highlight or star the references used/internally cited in the section

----a mini-intro for only this section with a mini-thesis for this 

section (can be a general thesis----doesn’t have to list the subsections)

----a topic sentence for each paragraph of the section (remember how long “real” 

paragraphs are supposed to be)

----more than just a cobbling together of sources and summaries

----the researcher should have done a spellcheck/grammar check, edited, and had 

someone else edit this section (have the person who edited the section sign the 

section at the bottom of the title page or type who it was on the title page

Note: interviews do not get put in the reference page. Instead, they are just cited internally as (name/alias, personal communication, exact date).

Should not be necessary for me to say at this point, but……..

NO CONTRACTIONS

No second person

No first person (use “the researcher” SPARINGLY----should not really be an issue until the end)

No run-ons/fragments/comma splices

First Final Installment 
Checklist:

___ SUBMITTED IN A 3-ring BINDER IN THIS ORDER

___Title page

___Outline

___Real Introduction for whole paper

___All three installments---flowing together in one paper

___Real Conclusion for whole paper (still formal)

___A paragraph or so labelled Researcher's Reflections


which discusses your problems and successes with whole 


experience (in third person "the researcher" or "I")

___References for whole paper

___Original Three Installments (with my marks on them)

___All edits (including more sources and elaboration) done

___12 pt font

___minimum 24 sources 

___minimum 16 pages (OF THE ACTUAL PAPER)

___must include two different interview quotes (underlined)

___double spaced

___headings (correctly done)

___signature

___no grammar, citation, APA, punctuation problems

THE FINAL FINAL DUE MAY 9 MUST HAVE ALL OF THIS PLUS ONE PERFECT EXTRA COPY OF YOUR PAPER FOR MY FILES

How to prepare to do your installments:

(ie how to trick your brain into thinking you aren't working.)

First, if you plan to do this on computer, create the document now. This is easy.

-put in page numbers (top right)

-put in a header (your name next to the p#)

-do a cover page (name, class, school, date due)

-put your format to formal.

Having a document ready means you no longer have a blank page in front of you.

Next, put in as many section headings as possible.

---do a rough label of your three installment headings

---put in temporary labels of your three (or more) sections for each installment. If you don't know this info, you should be working on your outline.

---ponder your first installment. Do your mini-intro.

           Note: this is not the intro for the whole thing. Each major subsection (installment) will have a mini-intro. You don't need to know an awful lot about your section to do this. Just elaborate a bit on why the information for the section is important (don't pre-write your paper in this intro).

---If you really know where your paragraphs are going to be  or are trying to figure that out

put in a few topic sentence place holders.

You know topic sentences. They are non-threatening. They can be lame for now. 

However, you can do all of this stuff while talking on the phone or instant messaging and feel like you are not working. If you don't have a computer close, grab a notebook just for these kinds of scribblings.

Newsflash: you can't write a good paper without

having read your research. 

Now you have to skim your research. 

The way to do this without "really" doing much work is to have a few articles printed out or books with you each day. 

While watching tv, talking on the phone, or hanging out at the end of classes, you can highlight good information (or keep a notebook of good pages with direct quote/paraphrase-worthy stuff if you are using library books/magazines). 

As you skim the research, think about your main topics and subtopics.

If you find something that is awesome, but you don't have a subsection for it, you can probably figure out a way to add one. Don't just ignore the awesome research.

Sitting down to write with a pile of research that you've already looked through and pondered makes your work easy. 

Sitting down to write with a bunch of stuff you've never looked through is very difficult and does not lead to a good paper.

Reminders:

You must have someone else, preferably an adult, read/edit your work before you turn it in to me. 

That person should have signed the bottom of the title page of the finished section.

You need a reference page to turn in with each section. It can be your "old" one (with edits) and you just physically highlight or circle or star the sources used in the section (that way, by the end, the only reference entries in the reference page are the ones you used)

NO FIRST PERSON      5 pages min. for each 

You must have edits done for your reference page.

You must have a cover page.

You need your name and page number in the upper right hand corner.

Remember the general rule of thumb: minimum 2 sources per paragraph.

You need to include your outline (updated) for the paper and your reference page.

Do not forget to have someone else read and sign your installment.

LOOK AT THE INFORMATION ON HOW TO DO PAPERS---THIS WILL REALLY HELP YOU WITH MY EXPECTATIONS

RUN A SPELL CHECK AND GRAMMAR CHECK.

Have a backup plan to get your paper here on the due date--even if you leave.
Guidelines for Semester Presentations 

Requirements (seven to ten minute presentation):

__a visual aide (preferably a ppt, with a minimum of five slides) with interesting visual elements as well as information. Must be useful as well as presentational. In addition, if you use others’ research, you must use internal citation (which you would just pull from your paper----no new stuff except for images).

__a brief set up of the outline/structure of the paper (what was the paper about?) and what you discovered

__an analysis of the challenges faced when creating this project

__an exploration of how you did (or didn’t) successfully face those challenges and how you might face them in the future on other topics

__a discussion of aspects of the project you found easy or for which you felt well-prepared

__a reflection on if or how you will use the approach or topic in the future 

__the end: advice to others, particularly underclassmen, attempting a large, multi-task project

